[image: image1.png]Mihlss





Contact: Rob Walton

Tel: 312-399-8206

Email: robwalton1@gmail.com                                                       

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

RUTH LEITMAN'S FEATURE DOCUMENTARY TONY & JANINA'S AMERICAN WEDDING MAKES ITS ATLANTA PREMIERE

Ruth Leitman’s award-winning immigration documentary Tony & Janina’s American Wedding premieres in Atlanta at the Plaza Theatre on March 8, 2011, International Women’s Day. This, on the heels of its world premiere in competition at the Chicago International Film Festival, where it won a Jury Prize, and its December 2010 screening on Capitol Hill in partnership with House representatives. The Atlanta premiere is sponsored by the Georgia Association of Latino Elected Officials (GALEO).  The evening before the public Plaza Theatre premiere, Ruth brings the film to a unique bipartisan screening at Georgia Public Television with the Georgia Women’s Caucus, co-presented by State Representative Margaret Kaiser.
Tony & Janina's American Wedding chronicles the unbelievable story of a Polish-American family in Chicago who – after 18 years of marriage, raising a family, owning a home and running a business – are torn apart when the wife is ordered deported. Janina, who entered the U.S. legally seeking political asylum from Communist Poland, complies with the deportation order, taking her six-year-old son Brian – an American citizen – with her to Poland. Janina’s husband Tony, now an American citizen, fights an uphill battle for his family's return.  

The feature-length movie personalizes our complicated, flawed and inflexible immigration policy that is designed to fail for those choosing to pursue a legal path to immigration. The presentation of the film and a moderated Q&A session following the March 8 screening at the Plaza Theater will focus on the experience of Janina Wasilewski as a voice for all women - mothers, wives and sisters - in their fight to stop deportations and the tearing apart of more than 400,000 families a year under current US immigration policy. 
Atlanta premiere screening details:
Tony & Janina's American Wedding

Tuesday, March 8, 6:30 p.m.  $10

Plaza Theatre, 1049 Ponce de Leon, Atlanta, GA
Filmmaker Ruth Leitman and subject Tony Wasilewski will be in attendance for a post-screening Q&A.

Sponsored by GALEO

Immigration reform remains a volatile topic in politics after the mid-term elections, and Leitman's movie puts a different face on the issue, illustrating that it's not just a border issue. In December 2011, the film was screened on Capitol Hill in partnership with House Representatives Mike Quigley (D-IL) and Judy Chu (D-CA) on the day of the historic DREAM Act vote. 
Presently – following recent well-received screenings at DePaul University, Wake Forest University and Francis Parker School, and a nationally syndicated interview on SIRIUS / NPR Bob Edwards Show – Leitman is partnering with Reform Immigration for America (RI4A) to screen a 17-minute version of the film in a series of national House Party events.  Tony & Janina's American Wedding also figures into the current Ronald Reagan Centennial celebration; the film opens with a quote from President Reagan, who was an early champion of immigration reform.

On Monday, March 7, 2011 Leitman presents the film to a bipartisan gathering of the Georgia Women’s Caucus in a unique screening setting at Georgia Public Television.  Both director Leitman and subject of the film Tony Wasilewski will be in attendance.  Leitman and State Representative Margaret Kaiser (D-GA) organized the screening to draw attention to the effects of deportation on women as shown through the experience of Janina Wasilewski in the film.
GALEO is a 501 (c) (6) statewide nonprofit and non-partisan organization focusing on greater civic engagement and leadership development of the Latino community across Georgia. GALEO focuses on providing a voice for the growing Latino population in Georgia, and providing a framework for collaborative and proactive legislative initiatives for Georgia's Hispanic community.

MEDIA

The Bob Edwards Show (SIRIUS/NPR): http://www.bobedwards.info/ftopic1153.html&sid=c7dabfb400b32691eb6d1ddc500a40bd
Chicago Tribune 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/ct-met-wasilewski-documentary-1010-20101009,0,2950244.story
Chicago Sun-Times 

http://www.suntimes.com/news/ontiveros/2787262,CST-EDT-sue10.article
Arizona Republic

http://www.azcentral.com/thingstodo/movies/articles/2010/10/21/20101021tony-janinas-american-wedding.html
ABOUT THE FILMMAKER

Ruth Leitman (Director/Producer) has directed six feature-length documentary films.  She received a Rockefeller Fellowship for Alma (1998), which also received the Documentary Feature Jury Prize winner at the Hamptons International Film Festival, and was selected to screen at the Director’s Guild of America NYC and the Whitney Biennial 2000.  Alma aired on TV Ontario and Channel Four Finland.  Her recent film Lipstick & Dynamite (2005) premiered at the TriBeCa Film Festival and screened at several other festivals, including the Nantucket Film Festival, where it won the Best Documentary Storytelling award.  The film was featured on "The Tonight Show with Jay Leno" and "Late Night with Conan O'Brien," and Leitman was a guest on NPR's "Fresh Air with Terry Gross."  Lipstick & Dynamite was released theatrically by Koch Lorber Films and is airing on SHOWTIME. 

Leitman’s upcoming fiction feature projects include three screenplays she has written, The Wind Cries Mary, a girl wrestling script set in the '50s entitled The Pin-Down Girl and Venus Stopped the Train. 

Leitman’s directing clients include: Oxygen Network, Ronald McDonald House Charities, Sallie Mae Student Loans, Related Midwest, American Trial Lawyers Association, Safe Humane Chicago, Illinois Caucus for Adolescent Health, Fair Wisconsin, Neko Case and The Redwalls.
Learn more about Leitman and the film @

http://tonyandjanina.com
http://ruthlessfilms.com
http://twitter.com/tonyandjanina
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Tony-Janinas-American-Wedding/252751292172
# # #

If you would like more information about Tony & Janina’s American Wedding, or to schedule an interview with Ruth Leitman, call Rob Walton at 312-399-8206 or email robwalton1@gmail.com.  For information about the Georgia Women’s Caucus screening, or any additional information about the film, contact producer Steve Dixon at steve.ruthlessfilms@gmail.com or 708-613-4073.
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